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From the Pastor’s Desk 

By the �me you read this, 2020 will  

finally, mercifully, at long last have 

drawn to a close. It was a year that most 

of us would love to forget but we’ll  

always remember. It has been a year 

marked by significant poli�cal, racial, 

and cultural turmoil. It has been a year 

of disagreements and disagreeable circumstances. More than one person has joked that 

the official Christmas ornament for 2020 should be a dumpster on fire. 
 

I admit that I too am glad to see 2020 go. This has been a very trying year for me as it has 

for you. Ministry has looked very different this year. Home visits, in-person worship and 

fellowship, and service projects to our community have been replaced by phone calls, 

emails and Zoom gatherings. I am grateful that our congrega�on has found ways to  

con�nue to support local community missions in new and unique ways. That being said, a 

return to in-person gatherings can’t come soon enough for me. By all means I want us to be 

safe and prudent, but I will rejoice (and likely weep – just to warn you now) when we can 

gather together again. 
 

But as we bid a not-so-fond farewell to 2020, an old idiom comes to mind: “Don’t throw the 

baby out with the bathwater.” An odd phrase, to be sure, it first appeared in Germany in 

the 16
th

 century in the book Narrenbeschwörung (Appeal to Fools) by Thomas Murner. The 

phrase, as you probably already know, means that as we rid ourselves of an unpleasant  

experience (akin to dirty bathwater), we need to make sure that we don’t also rid ourselves 

of  the blessings that we may have also accrued through that same experience (akin to a 

clean and happy baby). 
 

So while you are making a list of all the things that you won’t miss about 2020, I encourage 

you to also make a list of the things you’ve learned in 2020, the things that the passing year 

has brought into clearer focus and sharper relief for you.  
 

Here are some of mine: 
 

• 2020 has reinforced for me the deep value of in-person community. We were made to 

be in fellowship with one another. As much as technology has helped bridge the gap 

caused by Covid, it is a poor subs�tute for the real McCoy. When this is all over,  

remember the deep and abiding value of being together – physically, actually together. 

 

……..Continued on next page 

 

GOODBYE 

2020!! 
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Contact Information 
 

805 E. Holum Street  
DeForest, WI 53532 

Phone: 846-5876 

Email:   
cfmcoffice@gmail.com 

Website: 

www.cfmoravianchurch.org 

 

Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 

8:00—4:00 pm 

 

 

Pastor 

Jason Andersen—608-842-0205 

pastor_jason_andersen@hotmail.com 

 

Director of Music 

Jill Stephens—608-846-5355 

jillybeanmusic@gmail.com 

 

Newsletter Editor &  
Website Coordinator 

Kari Caulum—608-697-8828 

karilee.iluvlucy@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer 

Doug Block—608-846-3833 

dcbsab@aol.com 
 

Elders Vice Chair 

Willy Schwefel 
uneed2bhapy2day@charter.net   

 
Trustees Chair 

Joel Caulum—608-742-5527 

jcaulum@edgewood.edu 

Digital 
Communication 

Monday Morning Email 
Pastor Jason sends out an email  

highligh�ng some upcoming dates 

and events, as well as some other 

fun things. If you would like to  

receive this weekly email, as well as 

our monthly newsle;er in digital  

format, please contact the church 

office(cfmcoffice@gmail.com) to be 

added to the list. 

Financial Update 
As the old year passes and a new year dawns, we 

greatly appreciate your ongoing support of  

Chris�an Faith Moravian Church. Your faithful  

support over the past year (as well as our  

Trustees’ wise decision to take advantage of a 

$16,000 Payroll Protec�on Program grant) has 

allowed us to stay afloat. That being said, the 

Trustees s�ll needed to transfer $5,000 from  

savings to checking to cover our year-end shorBalls. 

If it’s been a bit since you’ve sent in your offering, now is a great �me to 

start! In addi�on to mailing in your check, you can also give electronically. 

Simply go to www.cfmoravianchurch.org and clicking on “Giving.” You can 

set up your dona�on to be one-�me or recurring at an amount and  

frequency you select. 

 

• 2020 has reminded me of the value of ea�ng right and exercising well. 

When the pandemic hit, our household bought far less fast food and 

processed food and ate more home-cooked meals. I drank less soda and 

more water. We went on walks to help pass the �me. And through all of 

that, I uninten�onally lost 30 pounds. (I’ve no�ced that I’ve gained 

about 10 of that back so, ahem, clearly I have more learning and work  

to do!) 

• 2020 has reminded me of the need to slow down, to rest, and to not 

define myself by the amount of work I can get done. Our value is not in 

what, or how much, we can produce. Our value is not in our  

accomplishments, our abili�es, or our paychecks. Our value is defined by 

God in Jesus Christ who (1) took rests himself from �me to �me and  

(2) declares that we are of infinite worth. 

 

What has God revealed to you in 2020? And how will you use those  

revela�ons to move forward into a bright new tomorrow in 2021? 

 

Pastor Jason 

Continued  from pg. 1 

New Financial Secretary 
Marlene Sobek has decided to step down as Financial Secretary. We thank 

Marlene for her many years of faithful service! The Board of Trustees has 

asked Laurie Vanderbloemen to be the new Financial Secretary and she has 

agreed to give it a try for one year and reassess aIer that. Thank you Laurie! 

Marlene will show Laurie the ropes for a li;le while as she learns the role. 

Please extend your apprecia�on to Marlene and Laurie for their  

service!  
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Sunday Morning 
Worship Schedule 

Sunday, January 3
rd

     

2
nd

 Sunday of Christmas 

Holy Communion 

Drawing of 2021 Watchwords 

Call to Worship: Psalm 147:12-20 (Marie True) 

Sermon Text: Jeremiah 31:7-14 

Sermon: “Hands Too Strong” 
 

Sunday, January 10
th

    

1
st

 Sunday of Epiphany 

Call to Worship: Psalm 29 (Kathryn Scepanski) 

Sermon Text: Acts 19:1-7 

Sermon: “Haven’t Even Heard” 
 

Sunday, January 17
th

    

2
nd

 Sunday of Epiphany 

Call to Worship: Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18  

(Peggy Landgraf) 

Scripture Reading: 1
st

 Corinthians 6:11-20 

Message: “Lawful, But Not Beneficial  
 

Sunday, January 24
th

    

3
rd

 Sunday of Epiphany 

Call to Worship: Psalm 62:5-12  

(Megan Vanderbloemen) 

Sermon Text: Mark 1:14-20 

Sermon: “Just Like That” 
 

Sunday, January 31
st

 

4
th

 Sunday of Epiphany 

Call to Worship: Psalm 111 (Bob Hudecek) 

Sermon Text: Mark 1:21-28 

Sermon: “With Authority!” 

Live-Streamed Worship  
At our mee�ng in December, the Joint Board 

voted to remain worshipping online for the 

month of January. We have reviewed the 

numbers from Dane County Public Health and 

although they are trending in the right  

direc�on, we do not feel it is prudent to offer 

in-person worship just yet. The Joint Board 

will meet again on January 18
 
to make a  

decision about February and beyond. 

2021 Watchwords 
At our live-streamed Worship Service on Sunday, January 3, we 

will observe the Moravian custom of drawing Watchwords for 

the coming year. Watchwords are Bible verses that you are  

invited to meditate upon and use as guides for the year ahead. 

We will also draw Watchwords for our various Boards and 

groups within the church, and a Watchword for the  

congrega�on. 

Youth Winter 

Ou1ng 
Pastor Jason would like to 

have a Youth Winter Ou�ng at  

Cascade Mountain. We would 

meet at the Cascade  

Mountain Parking Lot, he 

would lead a brief lesson on 

the beauty of God’s crea�on 

in winter, and then we would 

spend some �me tubing or 

skiing at Cascade!  A poll has been emailed to youth 

families to gauge dates and �mes that would work best. 

Stay tuned for more informa�on! 

Church Council Mee1ngs to Be  

Combined 
At our September 

mee�ng, the Joint 

Board decided to  

combine our November 

Church Council and our 

January Church Council 

into one mee�ng which 

will occur on Sunday, 

January 24. All board 

and commi;ee chairs are asked to submit their reports by  

Friday, January 15. At this mee�ng, we will elect officers and  

approve our 2021 budget, as well as receive reports from 2020. 

This mee�ng will be done via Zoom. If you would like to a;end 

this mee�ng but are unable to connect via Zoom, please contact 

the church office and Pastor Jason will make alternate  

arrangements for you.  



Thank You! 

• To Pastor Jason and Amy Andersen,  

Whitney BaDour, Bev Bisbee, Shirley Block, 

Kari Caulum, Dorothy Dunning,  

Vicky Gouldthorp, Kay Kinderman,  

Peggy Landgraf, Cheryl Mayr, Sandi Newell, 

Joyce Simon, Kylie Sobek, Marlene Sobek,  

Kris�n Stack, and Laurie Vanderbloemen for 

helping out with the Mi;en Tree GiI Program, 

to Marlene and Cheryl for taking the giIs over 

to St. Olaf’s, and to Marlene for coordina�ng 

the event. 
 

• To the Andersen family, Peggy Landgraf, and 

Laurie and Megan Vanderbloemen for going 

Caroling on the 13
th

. 
 

• To Vicky Gouldthorp, Marty Karow,  

Sandi Newell, Kathryn Scepanski, and  

Pastor Jason for being our prayer volunteers 

on our church’s day to help with the Unity 

Prayer Watch on December 20
th

. 
 

• To all those who helped assemble the  

beeswax candles for our Outdoor Candlelight 

Service, to Bob and Marlene Sobek,  

Bob Hudecek, and Jerry Mayr for assembling 

the luminaries, to Jerry Mayr, Bob Hudecek, 

and Sol and Seth Andersen for seRng out the 

luminaries, to Joel and Kari Caulum,  

Bob Hudecek, Jerry, Chad, Dakota, and Anna 

Mayr for ligh�ng the luminaries, to Jerry, 

Cheryl, and Dakota Mayr for picking up the 

luminaries, to Joel Caulum, Bob Hudecek, and 

Jerry, Chad, and Dakota Mayr who helped  

distribute and light candles at the service, to 

Michael Harke for seRng up the ligh�ng and 

sound system for the Outdoor Candlelight  

Service, and to Jill Stephens for her  

accompaniment at the Outdoor Candlelight 

Service 
 

• To Amy and Sol Andersen and Pastor Jason for 

providing special music on the 27
th

. 
 

• To Bob Sobek for his dona�on of a roof rake to 

help keep our roofs clear of snow.  
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Wednesday Evening Prayers 
You are invited to join us each Wednesday evening at 7:00 pm 

for our Evening Prayers via Zoom (www.zoom.us/j/552369476). 

There will be a �me to check-in with one another, share prayer 

joys and concerns, Pastor Jason will offer a brief devo�onal, and 

we will spend some �me in prayer. You will not be asked to pray 

aloud. We will conclude by 7:30 pm. 

 

At-Home Sunday School 
All youth (as well as the young at heart) are invited to join us for 

a weekly Zoom Sunday School gathering  

(www.zoom.us/j/86572573900) on Sundays at 11:00 am. This 

will be a brief 15-minute check-in �me where Pastor Jason will 

introduce the Bible Story for the week, we can see each other 

and say hi, and have a prayer together. The at-home Sunday 

School materials will be emailed to youth families to go over at 

home; they will include craIs, coloring pages, songs, stories, 

mission projects, and other fun ideas. The curriculum we are 

using is “Shine At Home” and you can learn more at 

www.shinecurriculum.com.  

 

Thursday Bible Study 
You are invited to join us for our Thursday Evening Bible Study 

at 7:00 pm via Zoom (www.zoom.us/j/422647851). Pastor Jason 

is just finishing up teaching on the Gospel of Mark and then we 

will begin another Biblical book. You can jump in on the  

conversa�on and ask ques�ons, or you are welcome to simply 

listen along silently, or you can do a bit of both! We will  

conclude by 8:00 pm. 

 
Fellowship A6er Worship 
You are invited to join us for fellowship via Zoom 

(www.zoom.us/j/85271982960) every Sunday following our  

live-streamed Worship Services for a �me of sharing and  

conversa�on and reflec�on on the worship service. We begin 

once the service ends (around 10:00 am) and are typically done 

before 10:30 am. 

ZOOM OPPORTUNITIES 
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Board Mee1ng Highlights 
Elders  
The Board of Elders did not meet in December.  
 

Our next mee
ng will be Monday, January 11
 
at 

6:30 pm. 

 

Trustees  
The Board of Trustees met via Zoom on  

December 15
th

. 

♦ We read the Behavioral Covenant. 

♦ We approved the November Treasurer’s  

Report and the Pastor’s Report. 

♦ We discussed plans for snow removal on the 

church grounds. 

♦ We approved the purchase of addi�onal  

live-stream equipment suggested by Michael 

that will aid our live-stream capabili�es both 

during and aIer the pandemic is over. We 

reviewed the work being done at the  

cemetery on the fencing, monument, and 

tree removal. 

♦ We set up the offering coun�ng schedule. 

♦ We reviewed the list of parsonage work 

items. 
 

Our next mee
ng will be Tuesday, January 12
 
at 

6:30 pm. 

Happy Birthday 
4

th
 – Gary Mayr, Jerry Mayr 

5
th

 – Margy Phipps 

14
th

 – Kelly Lapp 

15
th

 – Randy Anhalt 

20
th

 – Shirley Block 

21
st

 – Cassidy Byrd 

24
th

 – Vicki Gilbertson 

25
th

 – Briana Mitchell 

27
th

 – Mackenzie Mayr 

31
st

 – Beth Sobek, Valerie Vincent 

JANUARY 
CELEBRATIONS 

Weekday 

Snow Blower 
Jerry Mayr has agreed 

to stay on as the  

weekend snow blower, 

but Anna Mayr had to 

step down from being 

the weekday snow  

blower due to work 

commitments. Pastor Jason is willing to help out with 

weekday snow removal, but if you are willing to help out, 

please contact the church office. You can use the church’s 

snow blower which is located in the parsonage garage 

(Pastor Jason will give you the code to the garage). The 

snow blower is only a few years old, works very well, and 

has an electric start. 

What Does Chris1an Faith  

Moravian Church Mean To You? 

On our website (www.cfmoravianchurch.org), if you scroll down 

you will see a sec�on en�tled “Chris�an Faith Moravian Church 

Is…” Some of our Joint Board members have answered this  

ques�on, and we invite you to do the same! In one or two  

sentences, please tell us what CFMC means to you. You can email 

your answers to our webmaster, Kari Caulum, 

at karilee.iluvlucy@gmail.com.  

New Address 
Chuck and Maria Karow 

1369 Coral Reef Lane 

Green Bay, WI  54313 

Mission Nutri1on Ministry 
Pastor Jason has been helping with food distribu�on over the 

past few months with Mission Nutri�on DeForest, a local  

non-profit that works with Second Harvest Food Bank. They work 

out of the old Door Creek church opposite HomeTown Pharmacy 

in the Pick N Save parking lot. In the new year, they will be  

holding food distribu�ons every Wednesday evening from  

5:00 - 6:30 pm. If you are interested in helping out, talk to Pastor 

Jason. 



 

Christian Faith Moravian Church 

805 E. Holum St. 

DeForest, WI 53532 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

stamp 

Worship With Us Online 
ON FACEBOOK LIVE SUNDAYS AT 9AM 

ON OUR WEBSITE ANYTIME 24/7 

 
Socialize With Us  


